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The purpose of this study was to examine the difference in the amount of received social support 
between the elderly without children and the ones with children in Japan using mixed models. 
Especially, how the differences have changed as time was passed was examined. It is said that support 
for the elderly in Japan is provided primarily by their children, although public services exist. The 
gender difference of the receivers seems large. Thus, as respondents get older, the amount of support 
received may become increasingly large between parents with and without children, especially for 
tangible support. National Survey of the Japanese Elderly, from wave III (1993) to wave IV (2002), 
conducted by Michigan University and Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology, was used in this 
study. The dependent variable is the amount of emotional and tangible support respectively. The 
independent variables used were the presence of children, age, gender, education level, and other 
individual attributes. The Analysis was based on the waves of the survey to examine the time. The 
analysis compared changes in the amount of support among the number of children over time through 
mixed models. The results are as follows. 1) The respondents received a lot of support so that there 
were many numbers of children. 2) The effect of the number of children disappeared when other 
respondents' attributes were put into models. 3) The amount of received support was not different 
between the parents with a child and ones with two or more children. 4) The respondents received 
more emotional support than tangible support. It is necessary to examine whom the elderly person 
without children receives support from and to inspect the effects such as the hidden bias in the future. 


