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Two schools in Lithuania participated in the study (n = 346; 57.5% girls, age range from 14 to 17, 
M=15.25, SD=0.71); 1st school (n = 188) and 2nd school (n = 146) participated in two measurement 
waves. The first measurement wave was conducted prior a large tire fire potentially polluted the air, 
soil, and ground water of one of the communities the study was conducted in. This provided an 
opportunity for a quasi-experimental study focusing on the adolescents' perception of risk and 
whether their intentions toward bottled water use were affected by the potential contamination, and 
if so – how they were affected. Participants filled in questionnaires assessing their subjective norms, 
perceived behavioral control, and intention toward using bottled water in both measurement waves. 
During the second wave of the measurement, participants filled in additional measures of risk 
perception related to drinking water. Both within subjects and between subject comparisons were 
carried out to explore whether there were any changes happening within a community and whether 
the samples diverge at the time of the second measurement wave. Contrary to what could be 
expected, adolescents in both groups showed an increase in their belief that their important others 
would not approve of them purchasing bottled water. No change was observed in adolescents’ 
perceived behavioral control, neither assessing it within subjects, nor between subjects in both 
measurement waves, indicating that the adolescents feel confident about the availability of clean 
drinking water and do feel that bottled water is their only option. The groups differed in their general 
risk perception, with the group that had the fire in their town being slightly more worried about the 
quality of drinking water. Overall, the results show that adolescents are quite unmoved by the event 
and it did not drive them to consume more bottled water. 


